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of our cities is ever to be versatile, as it is abroad, we must
get away from the everlasting rectangle in our building lots.
This means that we must secure some departures from the
square-cornered street plan. Public buildings alone can-
not make a city beautiful. Private owners must cooperate,
and to do so they must have both opportunity and induce-
ment. Informality in street planning permits the platting
of building lots in irregular shapes, thereby allowing some
scope to an architect's originality; as has been so freely
shown in the so-termed "garden cities" abroad. All these
things should be kept in mind when new urban areas are
planned or old sections reconstructed.

Lack of planning foresight has resulted; again, in placing
on the streets many objects which are not only eyesores
but serious impediments to traffic. Poles supporting trolley streets ciea
wires are set at close intervals along the curbs on nearly
all of our crowded thoroughfares. These wires can quite
as well be supported from anchorages in the walls of build-
ings on each side of the street, and in the beginning this
method would have cost no more. At or near street corners,
where traffic is dense, various other poles are usually placed
in needless profusion. Separate posts are often used to
carry telephone, electric-lighting, and fire-alarm wires, to
afford a place for patrol-boxes, or even to bear street names.
Much of this interference with traffic space could have been
avoided by the most elementary sort of planning. It must
be remembered, moreover, that every one of these poles,
from the viewpoint of space wastage, counts for far more
than the inches actually used by it. Traffic has to circle
round it so far that every street post means at least a whole
square yard of wasted traffic space. One need only notice
the untrodden ring that engirdles every post after a light
snowfall to be impressed with this fact. As much as
20 or even 30 per cent of the entire sidewalk area may be
taken up by obstacles of the sort just mentioned.

Then there are the encroachments which private owners